
EVENTS AT THE SHORE PIER BUILDING
on the water at 368 Main Street

THE CARVING ON THE EDGE FESTIVAL CELEBRATES TRADITIONAL AND 

CONTEMPORARY CARVING ARTS WITH SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE FROM 

LOVERS OF ART & CULTURE TO CARVERS OF ALL SKILL LEVELS. THIS YEAR’S 

FESTIVAL FEATURES EXHIBITS, FORUMS, EVENING PROGRAMS, WORKSHOPS, 

DEMONSTRATIONS, CULTURAL PRESENTATIONS AND CANOE TOURS. GEARED 

FOR ALL AGES, MANY EVENTS ARE FREE, SOME REQUIRE SIGNUP AND FEES. 

CARVING
EDGEON THE TOFINO BC.CANADA

TLA-O-QUI-AHT TERRITORY
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Edge Art Show
Sept8-12•Daily•
LOCATION•SHORE PIER EVENTS BUILDING ON THE WATER•368 MAIN STREET TOFINO 

TheEdgeArtShowisinanopencalltoallcommunitycarvers,resultinginan
engaginganddynamicdisplayfromawilddiversityofcarvingartists.
Discovertherelationshipbetweenthecarverandthecoastasyouexplorethe
vastvarietyofcarvingstylesfromtraditionaltocontemporary,innovativeto
whimsical,andfromemergingtomastercarvers.

OpenCarvingArea
Sept7-12•Daily
LOCATION•SHORE PIER EVENTS BUILDING ON THE WATER•368 MAIN STREET TOFINO

Taketheuniqueopportunitytoengagewithcarversofdiversestyle
andskilllevelsactivelyworkingontheircraft.TheOpenCarvingArearecreatesa
relaxedworkshopenvironmentwhereallaspectsofthetradecanbeshared.

MeetTheCarvers
SaturdaySept9•10-2pm
LOCATION•TOFINO MARKET AT THE VILLAGE GREEN 

Carvingdemonstrationswithsomeofourmostaccomplishedvisitingartists

SCHEDULE VISIT CARVINGEDGEFESTIVAL.COM FOR FULL SCHEDULE 

EVENTS 

CARVINGEDGEFESTIVAL.COM

SEPTEMBER7-10.2017
TLA-O-QUI-AHT TERRITORY
TOFINO.BC

LOCAL’SSECRET•SOMEEVENTSLAUNCHWITHTHEFESTIVALANDSTAYOPENALITTLELONGER



OpeningNight
ThursdaySeptember7• 7pm
BEGINNING WITH A WELCOME FROM TLA-O-QUI-AHT
BEACHKEEPER AND ELDER BARNEY WILLIAMS
The annual Edge Art Show opens with new work from the west coast 

carving community with many participating artists in attendance.

Featured artists will be printing new woodblocks live on-site.  

Witness the thrill of ‘thebigreveal’ as carved woodblocks are inked and 

printed for the very first time.

EVENING PROGRAM 
LOCATION•SHOREPIEREVENTSBUILDINGONTHEWATER
368 MAIN STREET TOFINO 

FEATURED INSTALLATIONS OPEN DAILY•9-5PM

‘IndigenousResilience’photographyinstallation
byMelodyCharlie,Ahousaht•FirstNationsPhotographer
Through the lens of Melody Charlie, we are invited into the intimate world 

of close knit communities that are building resiliency through a resurgence 

of spirituality and traditional practices. Melody’s candid shots of the day to 

day life of coastal Indigenous Peoples, remind us about what connects us. 

TheNuu-chah-nulthLivingArchive
CommunitybasedresearchprojectledbyMarikaSwan,Tla-o-qui-aht
A curated collection of photos of Nuu-chah-nulth carved objects from 

museums all over the world. Sink deeper into the insights and inspired 

responses of local artists and culture keepers. Opportunities for the public 

to contribute creative reflections and questions to the discussion. 

CoastalTradeRoutes
FridaySeptember8•7pm

We honour the vast community networks that connect our stories up and down the coast by welcoming two 

powerhouse artists from the northern coastline to share insight into their work and worldviews. 

NICHOLAS GALANIN•YEIL YA-TSEEN

Nicholas Galanin (Yeil Ya-Tseen) will be sharing a slideshow of his creative art practice.

Nicholas’ work is bold, fearless and critical of the the commodification of First Nations culture in the 

current marketplace. Prepare to be jostled out of your assumptions about “Native Art”. 

MARIANNE NICHOLSON•‘TAYAGILA’OGWA

Marianne (‘Tayagila’ogwa) will be sharing her research on the role carved work plays in our 

ancestral governance systems and the impact European trade relations have 

on how we ‘value’ the carving arts today. Marianne’s creative work invites 

us to reconsider our definition of “art” but also how we think of our 

relationship to land, waters, and Indigenous resurgence. 

TLEHPIK HJALMER WENSTOB
Artinstallation

TheJourneyofObjects
SaturdaySeptember9•7pm

BEGINNING WITH AN ARTIST TALK WITH MELODY CHARLIE, AHOUSAHT 
ON HER INDIGENOUS RESILIENCE PHOTOGRAPHY INSTALLATION 

 ArtistandCultureKeeperRoundtable 
Artists and culture keepers will share the incredible potential of reconnecting archival 

items back into the context of living communities and cultures. 

Expect to never walk into a museum the same again. 

Thousands of carvings created from the flesh of this land have travelled the world 

carrying our teachings of Natural Law with them. Cultural items such as 

headdresses, masks, totem poles, clubs, boxes, bowls, and rattles from our 

region are spread out through museums and private collections around 

the world. Today, museums are in various stages of transformation 

as they reconsider the relationships that these objects have to 

the communities, families and cultures that created them. 
JOE DAVID
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SEPTEMBER7-10.2017
TLA-O-QUI-AHT TERRITORY
TOFINO.BC

SkipperSistersDugoutCanoeTours 
Friday,September8•1-5pm
SaturdaySeptember9•1-5pm
$95
JoinlocalSkipperSistersGiseleandTsimkaMartinonaTla-o-qui-
ahtlanguageodysseyinourtraditionalcoastaldugoutcanoes.
Whileoutsoakingupthespiritofourland,youwilllearnsomeofthe
ancestrallanguagespokenforthousandsofyearsbyourlocal
communities.Don’tfretifyouarealittlerustyonyoursea-faring
skillsorlocallingo.Youwillbeexpertlyguidedthroughthebasics
ofproperlyusingyourpaddle,themagicof“pullingtogether”,anda
respectfulapproachtothelandandwaters.

WoodblockPrintmakingwithDanLaw
Thursday,September7•9-12pm&1-4pm
$40 • suppliesincluded
Carveyourowndesignsonyellowcedarblocksusingquality
woodcuttingtoolstocreateasmallrunofprints.Theseworkshops
aredesignedforparticipantsthathavesomeexperiencewithrelief
print-making.

CrookedKnifeMaking withRickWolcott
Thursday,September7•9-5pm
$125•suppliesincluded
Studentswillbeguidedthroughtheprocessofmakingtheirown
crookedcarvingknife.Thisisanall-dayworkshop.

BentwoodBoxWorkshopswithJoeMartin
Friday-Saturday,September8-9•9-5pm
2one-daysessionsareoffered
$200•woodincluded
Participantswillsteamandfastentheirown8x11inchboxoutof
cedar.Tla-o-qui-ahtmastercanoecarverJoeMartinwillintroduce
thetraditionalteachingsandusesoftheHuupukwanum.

CARVING WORKSHOPS & CANOE TOURS
VISIT CARVINGEDGEFESTIVAL.COM TO SIGN UP

LOCATION: SHORE PIER EVENTS BUILDING ON THE WATER
368 MAIN STREET TOFINO 

ToolSharpeningwithChristenDokkSmith
Friday,September8•10-12pm&1-3pm
DemoByDonation•$20foroneononesharpeningwithowntools
Christenwillbedemonstratinganarrayofsharpeningtechniques
aimedkeepyourtoolsfunctional,well-maintained,andcarvingready.
Limitedspaceswillbeavailablefor1on1sharpeningtutorialwith
yourowntools.

SpoonCarvingwithRickWolcott
Friday,September8•10-2pm 
$60 • suppliesincluded
Studentswillbeguidedthroughtheprocessofcarvingan
ornamentalandfunctionalspoonwiththeuseofhandtools!

PrintmakingforFamilieswithDanLaw
Saturday,September9•9-5pm
$15forfoamblock•$20forlinoblock•$30forwoodblock
Dropinprintmakingforyouthandfamilies.Thisworkshopisfor
beginnersofallages.Participantswillhavetheopportunitytodesign
andcarvea4x6inchblockofeitherfoam,linoorwood,whichthey
willusetocreateasmallrunofprints.

VikingCarvingwithChristenDokkSmith
Saturday,September9•9-4pm
$125 • suppliesincluded
LearntocarveintheVikingstylewithlocalcarverChristenDokk
Smith.Therewillbeastrongteachingfocusonrepetitivedetails
andaccurateknife/toolhandling.Suitableforcarverswithsome
lowreliefcarvingexperience.

SUPPORTOUREVENT!
VOLUNTEERATTHEFESTIVAL!
VOLUNTEER FORM AND ARTIST 
ENTRY FORM ARE NOW ONLINE 

JOIN OUR TEAM
FESTIVAL SPONSORS


